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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 107337 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PORG, SF, WA 

SUBJECT: NAMIBIA: POSSIBLE CONTACT GROUP REPLY TO SOUTH 
AFRICAN ACCEPTANCE OF PROPOSAL 

REF: A) USUN 1667; B) CAPETOWN 0828; QCAPETOWN 0833 

1 . WE AGREE THAT NO USEFUL PURPOSE WOULD BE SERVED AT THIS 
POINT IN GOING BACK TO SAG FOR FORMAL DISCUSSION OF THEIR 
STATEMENT ON ACCEPTANCE OF THE CONTACT GROUP PROPOSAL. 

HOWEVER, DEPARTMENT BELIEVES THAT BOTH FOR THE RECORD 
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AND TO PROTECT OUR LEGAL POSITION, THE CONTACT GROUP SHOULD 
GO BACK TO THE SAG WITH A BRIEF STATEMENT ALONG THE FOLLOW- 
ING LINES: 

A) WE WERE NATURALLY VERY GRATIFIED BY YOUR DECISION TO 
ACCEPT THE CONTACT GROUP PROPOSAL IN THE FORM IN WHICH WE 
SUBMITTED IT TO YOU ON MARCH 30. THE PROPOSAL SPEAKS FOR 
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ITSELF AND WE SEE NO NEED FOR FURTHER DISCUSSION AT THIS 
POINT; 

B) AS FAR AS THE CLARIFICATION WHICH THE BRITISH AMBASSA- 
DOR PASSED ON TO YOU ON APRIL 24, WE WOULD CALL YOUR ATTEN- 
TION TO THE REMARKS MADE BY THE FRG REPRESENTATIVE IN HIS 
STATEMENT AT THE APRIL 26 SESSION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 
REITERATING THE CLARIFICATION AS FOLLOWS. (A BRIEF QUOTATION 
FROM THE FRG SPEECH COULD BE ADDED AT THIS POINT). 

2. THE DEPARTMENT IS VERY CONCERNED OVER THE REPORT IN 
REF B OF LARGE-SCALE DETENTIONS IN NAMIBIA OF TOP INTERNAL 
SWAPO REPRESENTATIVES UNDER THE NEW POWERS ASSUMED BY THE 
ADMINISTRATOR GENERAL. WE BELIEVE THAT THE CONTACT GROUP 
SHOULD POINT OUT THAT THIS IS HARDLY THE SORT OF 
BEHAVIOR CALCULATED TO INSPIRE CONFIDENCE IN THE GENUINE- 
NESS OF SOUTH AFRICA'S ACCEPTANCE OF THE CONTACT GROUP 
PROPOSAL OR TO ENCOURAGE SWAPO TO ACCEPT THE PROPOSAL. 
MOREOVER, SAG SHOULD AVOID ANY ACTION INCONSISTENT WITH 
THE PROPOSAL AND ITS SUCCESSFUL IMPLEMENTATION. 

3. WITH REGARD TO CAPETOWN'S SUGGESTION (REF C), CONTACT 
GROUP POSITION ON THE "ASSURANCES" ON TROOP WITHDRAWAL 
IS NOW ON PUBLIC RECORD THROUGH APRIL 26 STATEMENT BY FRG 
REPRESENTATIVE. CONSEQUENTLY, WE DO NOT BELIEVE THAT IT 

IS NECESSARY TO REACH AGREEMENT WITH SAG ON STATEMENT (AS 
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PROPOSED PARA 6 REF C) FURTHER EXPLAINING SAG POSITION. 

THIS COULD INVOLVE US IN FURTHER DISCUSSIONS WITH SAG OF 
WITHDRAWAL ISSUE WHICH WE DO NOT BELIEVE WOULD ADVANCE 
MATTERS AND COULD RESULT IN ADDITIONAL SAG STATEMENTS 
WHICH WOULD BE LESS HELPFUL THAN ITS APRIL 24 ANNOUNCE- 
MENT. VANCE 
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